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STUDENT SPOTLIGHT

LAST STRETCH

Madeleine Gillman, a senior English
major with two minors, presented her
honor's thesis at two conferences.

The Eastern softball team blew the
game in the sixth or seventh inning for
the third straight time on Wednesday.
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Trees to be No injuries reported from structure fire
planted in
honor of
Arbor Day
Staff Report | @DEN_News

By Abbey Sowacke
Contributing Writer | @DEN_News
As part of a series of Arbor Day activities, volunteers will be planting 41 trees and
shrubs around Lake Charleston on Friday.
Official Arbor Day events will kick off at
10:30 a.m. Thursday with a tree-planting ceremony at the circle drive on the east side of
Old Main.
The ceremony will include guest speakers
and the planting of a new bur oak tree that
is a direct descendant of a bur oak that once
stood in the circle drive. Along with the ceremony on Thursday, there will be 19 trees
planted throughout campus to celebrate Arbor Day.
From 10 a.m. to noon on Friday, there will
be a community tree planting project at Levee Trailhead in the southern part of Lake
Charleston. The tree planting will include
speakers, followed by the planting of the 41
trees and shrubs. Community members and
Eastern students can register to plant trees at
eiu.edu/volunteer, but registration is not required.
Those planning on volunteering should
dress appropriately for whatever the weather may be since the tree planting will occur
rain or shine, and volunteers should provide
their own water, Grace Wilken, a graduate assistant in sustainable energy who is part of the
committee planning the tree planting, said.
Eastern is currently in the process of being
named a Tree Campus USA again after not
having the title for a few years.
Wilken said these Arbor Day events are
part of the process to receive the official distinction.
The distinction of Tree Campus USA recognizes universities that practice core standards of tree care and community engagement.
Eastern and Charleston are working together in an effort to receive the titles of Tree
Campus USA and Tree City USA, respectively, Wilken said in an email.
To earn the titles of Tree Campus USA and
Tree City USA, recipients must practice the
five core standards such as establishing and
maintaining a campus tree advisory committee, following a campus tree care plan, verifying dedicated annual expenditures for tree
care, observing Arbor Day and instituting a
service learning project with the student body
or community.
“Our recent distinction demonstrates our
university’s and community’s interest and support in the Arbor Day mission, which is to
‘plant, nurture and celebrate trees.’ Our campus has many beautiful and well-cared for
trees, and we are pleased to share this with
the community and celebrate this achievement,” said Ryan Hendrickson, the dean of
the graduate school, who is part of the committee in charge of planning these events.
For more information on the event those
interested can email Wilken at pgwilken@eiu.
edu.
Abbey Sowacke can be reached at 581-2812
or aesowacke@eiu.edu.

A structure fire broke out at 10:59 a.m.
Wednesday at 325 Van Buren Ave., though
no injuries were reported from it.
The resident of the house was in the
building at the time of the fire, but was
able to escape.
It was determined it had started in the
kitchen because of a grease fire from an un-

attended pot on the stove.
When fire crews arrived on the scene,
they found heavy smoke coming from the
residence, according to a press release.
The kitchen sustained heavy fire damage,
and there was heavy smoke throughout the
home.
Upon entering the home, they found fire
coming from the kitchen and were able to
quickly extinguish the fire.

The residents made arrangements to stay
at another location. Crews were on scene
until around 12:45 pm.
The press release states that the Charleston Fire Department was assisted by Mattoon Fire Department, the city of Charleston building department and Ameren CIPS.
The News desk can be reached at 581-2812
or dennewsdesk@gmail.com

Football in fine weather

THALIA ROULEY | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS

Nathan Myers (left), a freshman kinesiology and sports studies major, and Alex Smith (right), a junior business major, throw around a football
with friends in the South Quad. They both said their favorite sport is football.

Student senate gives out year-end awards
Senator of the Semester
and Senator of the Year
both announced at meeting
By Analicia Haynes
Managing Editor |@Haynes1943
Two student senators were given Senator of the Semester and Senator of the Year
awards as other senators and members on
the executive board said their senate “goodbyes” at its last meeting of the semester
Wednesday night.
Ethan Osborne, a current senator and
chair of the student internal affairs committee, received the Senator of the Year award
and Carson Gordon, a current senator who
will return in the fall as the student vice
president of academic affairs, received Senator of the Semester.
They were given the awards because of

their work as committee chairs.
Osbourne said he did not expect to win,
but at the same time, he wanted to.
“It’s an honor to be recognized by your
peers for anything,” he said.
Osbourne said he will be returning in the
fall with plans to continue being the committee chair for internal affairs, but since
he will be a resident assistant he will have
to “take a step back.”
He said his position and role as internal
affairs committee chair was to help student
senators bond with one another and take a
weight off their shoulders.
“I took that approach rather than being
serious because people don’t appreciate people who are serious all the time,” he said.
“All the other parts of this meeting are serious and people can let down their guard a
little and laugh.”
Will Outzen, the current student speaker
of the senate, also received an award for being speaker of the senate for the entire year.

Outzen will not be returning to the senate next semester because of prior obligations with ROTC but said he loved what he
did with it.
“I never imagined that I’d be on student
government, much less speaker of the senate,” he said.
“It wasn’t my intention, it just kind of
happened.”
With Outzen not returning as speaker,
and since none of the current student senators approached Student Body President
Luke Young to inquire about the position,
Zac Cohen, who will be the executive vice
president, is going to have to take up another role as speaker for the fall.
Outzen said about seven or eight senators
will be returning in the fall as well.
Even though there will only be a few senators returning next semester, the senate
will adjust and “overcome” the challenge,
he said.
Awards, page 5
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WASHINGTON (AP) — As President Donald Trump's pick to lead Veterans Affairs skids to a halt, senators from
both parties are voicing frustration that
the White House is skipping crucial vetting of nominees and leaving lawmakers
to clean up the mess.
That sentiment was evident Tuesday
on Capitol Hill after senators delayed
hearings for White House physician Ronny Jackson, Trump's surprise pick to head
the VA. Jackson is facing questions about
improper workplace behavior, and even
Trump himself acknowledged that there
were concerns about his nominee's experience.
Trump, who promised to fill his administration with the "best people," often gravitates toward advisers he has a personal connection with or who look the
part, drawing on the approach he took as
a business executive. But as president, the
result is a growing list of Cabinet secretaries and other officials who do not appear
to undergo the rigorous scrutiny typically
expected for White House hires.
Andy Puzder, Trump's initial choice

to lead the Labor Department, stepped
aside before his confirmation hearings, in
part over taxes he belatedly paid on a former housekeeper not authorized to work
in the United States. Health and Human
Services Secretary Tom Price won confirmation, but ultimately resigned amid disclosures about his expensive travel habits.
Others are fighting similar charges,
most notably Scott Pruitt, the embattled
head of Environmental Protection Agency. Pruitt faces multiple allegations of improper housing, expensing and other
practices, prompting several lawmakers to
call for him to step down.
The Senate has increasingly become
a partisan battleground for nomination
fights, a war that escalated when President
Barack Obama was in the White House
and Senate Democrats, who had majority control, changed the rules to allow majority vote for confirming most nominees
— the so-called nuclear option — to get
around GOP filibusters.
Republicans returned the favor once
Trump was in the White House, and
they had the Senate majority, deploying

the tactic to seat Neil Gorsuch on the Supreme Court.
Some GOP senators argue that Democrats are slow-walking even those Trump
nominees with a solid track record, including Mike Pompeo, who got votes
from 14 Democrats and one aligned independent last year during his confirmation
for CIA director. Pompeo is now in line to
run the State Department, but has faced
stiff opposition from some of the same
Democrats who backed him a year ago.
Questions about the White House's
vetting standards have no doubt given
Democrats fresh ammunition to challenge Trump's Cabinet picks.
Sen. Patty Murray, D-Wash., said senators don't have to agree with a nominee's
position on the issue, but the Senate has a
historic role — to advise and consent —
that the president's picks are up to the job.
Asked about the adequacy of vetting
process Tuesday, Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell said that such questions are better raised with the White
House.

More revealed about Toronto
TORONTO (AP) — The deadly
van rampage in Toronto is training attention on an online world of sexual
loneliness, rage and misogyny after the
suspect invoked an uprising by "involuntary celibates" and gave a shout-out
to a California killer who seethed at
women for rejecting him.
The world of self-described "incels,"
where sexual frustrations boil over into
talk of violent revenge against women,
has become a virtual home for some socially isolated men like the 25-year-old
computer science student charged in
Monday's carnage on Toronto's busiest
thoroughfare.
Minutes before plowing a rented van
into a crowd of mostly women, killing
10 people and injuring 14, suspect Alek
Minassian posted a Facebook message
that seemed to offer one of the few clues
so far to what was on his mind. "The Incel Rebellion has already begun!" it read.
Police confirmed Minassian posted the message but have declined so far
to discuss a motive for the attack as they
continue investigating. But the post has

revived concerns about the anti-woman
vitriol embraced by California mass killer Elliot Rodger and invoked by Minassian in his post.
Incel forums and sites are "one of the
most violent areas of the internet," said
Heidi Beirich, who tracks hate groups
for the Southern Poverty Law Center.
Yet some incel sites insist they don't
condone violence or misogyny. And Judith Taylor, a University of Toronto professor who focuses on social movements,
notes that some participants in incel discussions simply feel forsaken, while others "can become very graphic and very
toxic."
Whatever emerges about his mindset
and alleged motivations, his mention of
an "incel rebellion" immediately put the
virtual community under scrutiny. Discussion forums buzzed with reactions —
some celebratory, some shocked, many
wary of the attention.
The "involuntary celibate" identity
dates to the 1990s, coined by a Canadian woman aiming to launch a supportive exchange about sexual solitude, ac-

cording to Taylor.
But over time, "incel" has become a
buzzword for certain men infuriated at
being rejected by women and prone to
float ideas for violent payback, according to sociologists and others who follow incel circles.
Participants "see feminism, and
women in general, as a reason their
lives are so difficult," said Maxime Fiset, a self-described former neo-Nazi
who now tracks extremist websites for
the Montreal-based Center for the Prevention of Radicalization Leading to Violence.
Forums are laced with suggestions
that at least some of the discussions are
merely satire or a way of blowing off
steam.
But the site Reddit shut down one
popular incel forum last year, after announcing a ban on content that calls for
violence or physical harm.
Bailey Poland, the author of a 2016
book about online misogyny, says the
talk of brutality is risky, whatever the
posters' intentions.

Teen charged in
shooting death at
Bradley University
PEORIA, Ill. (AP) — A teenager
charged with first-degree murder in the
April 8 shooting death of a man now
faces the same charge in the slaying of
a Bradley University student who was
killed in the same incident.
The (Peoria) Journal Star reports
that the first-degree murder charge
filed against 16-year-old Jermontay
Brock of South Peoria in the death of
18-year-old Nasjay Murry comes days
after Brock was charged with killing g
22-year-old Anthony Polnitz.
The new charge was expected because both Murry and Polnitz were
shot at the same party and authorities
never named another suspect.
Authorities allege that Brock, whose
name was released after he was charged
as an adult, shot Polnitz because he
was affiliated with a rival gang. They
say it appears Murry was simply attending the same party.

Senate OKs raising
smoking age from
18 to 21 years old
SPRINGFIELD, Ill. (AP) — The
Illinois Senate has voted to raise the
smoking age from 18 to 21.
The Senate voted 35-20 Wednesday to ban under-21 sales of tobacco
or tobacco related products. The ban
includes any nicotine-based products
such as e-cigarettes or vaping materials.
Sen. Julie Morrison is the sponsor
of the plan. The Deerfield Democrat
says the risk of smoking addiction is
more likely the younger a smoker is.
Sen. Kyle McCarter opposed the
plan. The Republican from Lebanon in southern Illinois says that if
18-year-olds can join the military,
they have the right to smoke a cigarette.
Five states and 14 Illinois cities and
counties, including Chicago, have already adopted local ordinances setting
the age at 21.
The bill goes to the House.

TODAY ON
ON CAMPUS:
TODAY
CAMPUS
Yoga Flow | 8:00 AM - 8:45 AM | Student Rec Center
Circuit Training | 12:00 PM - 12:45 PM | Student Rec Center
Tabata | 4:30 PM - 4:55 PM | Student Rec Center
Panther Power | 5:00 PM - 6:30 PM | Student Rec Center
Pop Culture & Current Issues in Asia | 6:00 PM - 7:30 PM | Lumpkin Auditorium
Today's Asian Heritage Month Event is a student panel that will be discussing Pop
Culture and current issues in Asia.
What is Privilege? | 7:00 PM | MLK Union, Charleston/Mattoon Room
Jazz Ensemble Concert | 07:30 PM - 09:00 PM | Doudna Fine Arts Center
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Student Spotlight: Madeleine Gillman presents thesis
By Andrew Paisley
Campus Reporter | @Andrew_Paisley1
Madeleine Gillman, a senior English major with minors in women’s,
gender and sexuality studies and sociology, presented her honors thesis
“Everything Stays the Same: Women’s
Autonomy in America” at this year’s
Sigma Tau Delta Conference, held
in March, and at the National Conference on Undergraduate Research,
held this month.
Gillman, assisted by her thesis adviser and English professor Marjorie Worthington, chose to do her thesis based on English studies and literature.
The thesis brings together novels
from three different genres that were
published within seven years of each
other in the 1980s, and looks at what
was happening socially and politically
in the United States regarding women’s reproductive rights.
The texts that Gillman worked
with are “The Handmaid’s Tale” by
Margaret Atwood, “The Xenogenesis
Trilogy” by Octavia Butler and “Beloved” by Toni Morrison.
“I wanted to look at what the similarities between the political and social contexts of the 1980s and our
present day are and what is making

these texts resonate so strongly with
people again,” Gillman said. “I wanted to compare the issues of feminism
that occurred during these times and
the feminism issues that are occurring
in the world today.”
Gillman did her thesis for English studies but was able to incorporate her background in women’s, gender and sexuality studies based on the
context of the novels.
“The top issue of the texts was
bodily autonomy, or the right to have
control of one’s body,” Gillman said.
“I also touched a lot on the feminist movements that have occurred
throughout the years, specifically
the second-wave feminist movement
which occurred in the 1980s with the
issues of abortion and such.”
The thesis compares not just the issues between each novel but also the
issues in the novels and the issues that
are occurring with women’s rights in
society, Gillman said.
Gillman’s first chapter of her thesis was about the novel “The Handmaid’s Tale.” She applied to present
the chapter to both conferences and
was accepted to both.
Gillman, who received 40-hour
training in dealing with sexual assault
and domestic violence in her Women,
Gender and Violence class, was able

to earn an internship last spring working with Sexual Assault and Counseling Information Service in Charleston.
“I learned a lot of training on empathy and how to address situations
working on hotlines, and just how to
be a good advocate,” Gillman said.
Gillman is graduating in May and
plans on attending graduate school at
the University of Louisville in Louisville, Ky., where she will pursue a
master’s degree in women’s and gender studies and work in a teaching assistant position with women’s studies.
“I know for sure that I want to be
involved with advocacy after graduate
school,” Gillman said. “I am not sure
if I will end up attending law school
or get my Ph.D., but I know I want
to make a difference in the world and
be a good advocate to women.”
Gillman said she is open to possibly teaching women’s studies in the
future, but right now she wants to
work on dealing with issues such as
sexual assault, domestic violence and
other issues that women have to deal
with.
Andrew Paisley can be reached at
581-2812 or at abpaisley@eiu.edu.

ANDRE W PAISLEY | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS

Madeleine Gillman, a senior English major with minors in women’s, gender
and sexuality studies and sociology, presented her honors thesis “Everything Stays the Same: Women’s Autonomy in America” at two conferences
this year.

Bike and Hike gets 2 bikes stolen, returned on same day
Two bikes were stolen at about 7:30 a.m. Monday from Bike and Hike on 959 18th Street
and returned later that day.
The Charleston Police Department responded to Bike and Hike Monday morning in reference to a broken window.
Further investigation determined two bicycles were stolen from inside the store, according
to a press release.
The suspects were identified as two juveniles from Paris, Illinois through an anonymous tip
received by the Coles County Crime Stoppers.

It was determined that the suspects had thrown a metal object through the glass, unlocked
the door and entered the business, removing two bikes.
CPD investigators interviewed and obtained confessions from both suspects. Both bikes were
recovered and returned to Bike and Hike.
The juvenile suspects were released into the care of their parents/guardians and are expected
to be charged with burglary through the Coles County State’s Attorney’s Office.
The News desk can be reached at 581-2812 or dennewsdesk@gmail.com.

Cottage Glenn
♦a unique Oakland, IL property♦

The recently remodeled 2 BR, 1 bath cottage
is “like a new one...only with experience.”
Situated on two city lots, an unattached
garage and gazebo are included. Asking
$90k but considering all offers. Details,
photos & showings available 217-251-7297.
Only 20 Minutes from campus!
Athletes, are mom & dad considering a home
away from home for game season? Ask!

CHECK OUT OUR
FACEBOOK PAGE!
TAG YOURSELF!

4 OPINIONS

T h e D ai l y Eastern News
W W W. DA I LY E A S T E R N N E W S . C O M

Thursday, 04.26.18

A rockin’ time
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Take a stand and take back the night
On Tu e s d a y a t 6 p. m . a t t h e Do u dna Steps, EIU FEM hosted our last event
of the year, Take Back the Night. The rally, rooted in decades worth of coverage and
controversy regarding sexual and physical violence against women, Take Back the
Night is a rally dedicated to reclaiming “the
night.”
Since its inception, Take Back the Night
has stood in solidarity with LGBTQA+ victims and their families, as well as the families and victims of men who have faced
physical and sexual assault.
We chalked the steps and marched in order to spread the message that everyone is
entitled to the right of safety in their communities and on campus, especially at
night, despite wardrobe decisions, sexual
orientation, gender identity, color or creed.
Statistically, one in four female college
students will be sexually assaulted during their college career, and the numbers
are even higher for those in the LGBTQA+
community (especially for trans folk). We
cannot stand idly by while the American sex
ed curriculum and universal sense of conservative morality impede awareness of true
consent and sexual well-being.
EIU FEM frequently partners with the
Sexual Assault Counseling and Information

Abigail Carlin
Service of Eastern Illinois for this event, as
well as others, in order to better inform our
community of the resources available to allies and victims.
We want to make sure that no one feels
alone in their time of need, or helpless in
the pursuit of safety and empowerment for
all.
This event has meant so much to me,
aside from being the vice president of EIU
FEM, because I have been reminded my
whole life that the world is unsafe at night.
I can try to “protect” myself from those
waiting to hurt me in the dark by dressing
conservatively, surrounding myself with a
group, and carrying pepper spray, but the
subliminal message remains; if I do not

want to get beat up, violated and/or raped,
I should stay home.
This event serves as a testament to survivors and victims, but it also reminds women that we are not vulnerable or walking
targets. We are students, activists, teachers, musicians and so much more. We are
EIU panthers and members of the Charleston community, and we deserve to feel safe
in the communities we serve and love so
much.
This is my last semester serving on the
executive board of EIU FEM, and while I
still plan on being an active participant, I
will miss serving my campus in this way.
Being a feminist is so much more than
burning bras or “hating men.” Being a feminist is about using one’s privilege to uplift
and empower one’s community. I am proud
to have been a part of an organization that
has done just that, and while these philosophies will follow me into my classroom and
life after EIU, I want to thank EIU for giving us a platform to help the community
at large.
Abigail Carlin is a junior English language
arts major. She can be reached at 581-2812
or alcarlin@eiu.edu.

It is never too late to follow your dreams
Shirley Davis
I am a non-traditional student, which
means I’m much older than the average student at Eastern Illinois University. I have
had to go the long route to earning my college degree, and have learned some very important lessons along the way.
I began my adventure in college much
like most of you. At 18, I entered my first
college thinking it was necessary to my success in life to finish my higher education in
what is widely accepted to be the normal
time limit of four to six years.
However, what I had not counted
on was the occurrence of a devastating illness that held me back for many years. I attempted, when I was feeling well enough,
to attend classes but was constantly having
to drop them or would finish with grades
much lower than my ability. Finally, in
2013 after much hard work and treatment,
it was possible not only to successfully return to school but also to graduate two
years later.
I have formed a dream in my mind
during this lifelong adventure. I wish to become a psychologist and work for NASA,
helping to examine the profiles of the astronauts who would one day go to Mars. Now
that I am approaching 60, this may seem

like a goal I cannot reach, but that won’t
stop me from trying my best to reach it. After all, I managed to return to college and,
after 37 years, graduate so why should a little age stop me?
To my fellow students at EIU, I have
a two-fold message.
One, don’t be afraid to do what you
must to take care of your health. I have spoken to many students who have entered college only to be overwhelmed by the responsibilities and pressures of academic life.
They feel afraid, stressed out and sometimes
so depressed they wish to end their lives.
My advice to them has been to step back
and reassess their emotional abilities. Many
students believe that after finishing high
school they are expected to attend college,
but some find they are not emotionally mature enough to face life on their own on a
college campus. There is no shame in admitting this to yourself. You are not a failure if you take care of your needs first and
then return to school. Failure only happens
when you don’t recognize what you need
and take care of yourself.
Two, no matter what life throws at
you, it is never too late to follow your
dreams. Don’t cheapen your dreams by following the course of least resistance; rather
,aim high. Don’t listen to those who say you

cannot ever reach your goals in life. Rather,
listen to that voice inside of you and claim
your dreams when you can.
No matter what your lot in life, how
much money you have or don’t have, or any
other circumstance, never forget it’s never too late to reach for your dreams. I encourage you to always tr y to remember
this quote from Les Brown, “Shoot for the
moon. Even if you miss it, you will land
among the stars.”
Shirley Davis is a psychology major. She
can be reached at 581-2812 or sjdavis@eiu.
edu.

We’re hiring
If you are interested in writing, editing,
taking photos or videos, producing
content on social media or designing,
we have a place for you..Just come
down to 1811 Buzzard Hall or email
deneic@gmail.com or cjbuchman@eiu.
edu for more information or with any
questions you may have.

STAFF EDITORIAL

Think about
others, not
just yourself
during finals
as year ends
As the end of the year approaches, we
will all be mentally cramming for our final exams. This means, of course, we will
also be physically cramming in the library,
24-hour lounge, and other popular study
spots to get ready for our tests. With this
in mind, please remember to be courteous
to others.
Do not be ‘that’ person.
What do we mean by this?
Well, dear reader, we mean that it is important to be mindful of your surroundings. Namely, do not blast your music in
the middle of Booth Library while others
are trying to study. Do not have a loud,
fun-filled gossip session with all your
friends if those around you are lost in their
books, trying desperately to drown you out.
If someone asks you to be a little quieter,
do so. Or if you don’t want to, go somewhere else. The weather is getting nicer,
which means if you don’t feel like studying,
you can easily go outside and have fun.
Remember, you are not the only person
at this university.
At the same time, if you do encounter
someone being discourteous and loud in a
public place, try to be the bigger person.
Even if you ask someone to tone it down
a bit and they do not, it is not necessarily
worth getting into a fight over. It will only
waste valuable time you need to be using on
studying. Instead, just try going to another
quieter area.
And try not to worry. It will all be over
and done with soon.
The daily editorial is the majority opinion of
the editorial board of The Daily Eastern News.

Those interested can inquire at opinions.DEN@gmail.com for all opinion
questions, submissions and letters to
the editor.
Please allow a week for us to publish
letters to the editor.
The Editor reserves the right to not
publish some letters.

Editorial Board
Editor- in-Chief
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Managing Editor
Analicia Haynes

Opinions Editor
Carole Hodorowicz

Sports Editor
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Photo Editor
Jordan Boyer
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Undergraduate research grants
awarded for spring semester
By Vince Lovergine
Staff Reporter | @DEN_News
The Pine Honors College has
awarded its 2018 Undergraduate
Research, Scholarship and Creative
Activity Grants for the spring
semester.
Richard England, the dean of the
Honors College, said the scholarship
is used to suppor t research of
projects in
every discipline.
Students do not
have to be a part
of the Honors
College to win
this award.
Full-time undergraduate students
with a 3.0 GPA or higher can use the
money from the grant to fund things
such as supplies they need or travel
for their research.
England said students who apply
for this scholarship should be taking
research courses often, a faculty
member must write them a letter of
support, and they also need a research
proposal.
“ T h e re s e a rc h p ro p o s a l i s a
written document, two to three
pages in length, responding to four
or five areas we’re looking for, and
they upload that to the application

website,” England said.
He said the purpose of this grant is
to show students how to write a grant
application, within or outside of the
university.
The awards are selected by the
subcommittee of the undergraduate
research task force, which is made
up of three to four faculty members
across the university interested in
research.

Research, the meeting for the
Midwestern Psychological Association
and the Mid-America Undergraduate
Psychology Research Conference.
M a d i s o n F i s h e r, a s e n i o r
psychology major who studied
teacher knowledge and attitudes of
praise as a classroom management
strategy, said receiving the grant has
taken a tremendous burden off her
shoulders as a student researcher.

“It’s always amazing to feel like someone approves of my research and
is willing to support it.”
-Rebecca Nelson, senior psychology major
Rebecca Nelson, a senior
psychology major who is a part of
the Honors College, won the award
for her research on the effect of fidget
spinners on auditory and visual
attention.
“It’s always amazing to feel like
someone approves of my research and
is willing to support it,” Noelson said.
“It gave me the ability to complete
my research and offer incentives to
the participants to help.”
Ne l s o n w a s a b l e t o p re s e n t
her research at three professional
conferences. These were the National
C o n f e re n c e o f Un d e r g r a d u a t e

“My study required incentives,
materials, travel, hotel stays and more.
As a college student, this seemed like
a lot,” Fisher said. “Receiving the
URSCA grant helped immensely to
cover this expense and enabled me to
complete and present my research at
the national level.”
England said there are not many
students who apply for the grant,
so he will continue promoting it
through social media and around
campus.
Vince Lovergine can be reached at
581-2812 or vplovergine@eiu.edu.
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Student Senator Ethan Osborne shakes hands with Student Body President
Luke Young after receiving the Senator of the Year award Wednesday night
at the last Student Senate meeting. Senator Carson Gordon, who will be
the student vice president for academic affairs in the fall, won the Senator
of the Semester award.

»

Awards

CONTINUED FROM PAGE1
“When I first started, we had to have special elections because people didn’t come back, and as you can see, the senate is still alive,” Outzen said.
Student Body President Luke Young gave a farewell speech and told
returning senators to come in with a clear mission, strategies and to finish the goals they set next semester.
“There’s a great amount of potential for this school and this organization,” Young said. “But potential with no motivation, strategy or goals
is just a dream and nothing more.”
Analicia Haynes can be reached at 581-2812 or achaynes@eiu.edu.
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Setting the scene for ‘Trash Queen’

The New York Times Syndication Sales Corporation

JORDAN BOYER | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS

Phoenix Tupper, a senior 2D studio620
art major,
up her senior
show Wednesday
Eighthsets
Avenue,
New York,
N.Y. 10018night in the Doudna Fine Arts Center. She said the show is called “Trash Queen.” It depicts the
nihilistic culture of youth today, and how
is OK to accept
that
and move forward from it, along with doing the best with what you have. The show can be viewed on Thursday 2
For itInformation
Call:
1-800-972-3550
to 8 p.m. and Friday 2 to 6 p.m. in Gallery
1910 at theThursday,
Doudna Fine
Arts26,
Center.
For Release
April
2018
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Track, field competing in split squad events
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By Alex Hartman
Track & Field Reporter | @DEN_Sports
B e g i n n i n g w i t h t h i s w e e k’s
Drake Relays, the Eastern track
and field team will begin to wrap
up its season.
The meet begins Thursday and
will feature a few of Eastern’s top
competitors. The rest of the team
will head down to Kentucky for
the Louisville Twilight Meet.
This will be the second consecutive meet that the team will send
two different groups to compete
in. Last week most of the team
traveled to Indiana State for the
Pacesetter meet, and then eight
competitors went to California for
the Mt. SAC Relays in California.
Some of the athletes who competed in the Mt. SAC Relays included senior high jumper Haleigh Knapp, senior distance runner Maria Baldwin, senior sprinter Davion McManis and graduate
student Ryan Pearce.
Both squads found success at their respective meets
last weekend. Baldwin had a career day at the Mt. SAC Relays
as her 10,000-meter run time of
35:28.08 minutes vaulted her to
second all-time for Eastern in the
event. Also at the Mt. SAC Re-

lays, senior Darneisha Spann posted a 100-meter hurdle time of
13.95 seconds, that ranks fourth
in school history.
At the Indiana State Pacesetter
meet Eastern had four first place
finishers, and 15 total top three
finishes.
Ju n i o r Pe d r a Hi c k s c o n t i n ued her strong outdoor season as
she won the 400-meter hurdles
a time of 1:01.34. This marked
the fourth time she has won the
400-meter hurdles this season.
In the field events, junior Joe
Smith placed first in the triple
jump with his mark of 49’1.75”,
and went on to finish in second
place in the long jump with a distance of 22’4.50”.
Also in the winner’s circle was
j u n i o r d i s t a n c e r u n n e r Gr a c e
Rowan as she won the 1500-meter
run with a time of 4:39.90, and
freshman teammate Kate Bushue was not far behind Rowan as
she finished third in the 1500-meter run, then placed second in the
5000-meter run.
The two sets of teams that will
compete this week look will look
to repeat their multiple successes
as they near the end of the outdoor season, May 10 at the OVC
Outdoor Championships.
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Freshman Dillon Birch competes in the men’s hammer throw at the Panthers’ EIU Big Blue Meet March 30 in the
field behind O’Brien Field. Eastern will have a split squad meet at the Drake Relays and the Louisville Twilight.

T h i s w e e k’s m e e t s w i l l b e gin with the Drake Relays starting Thursday and running until

Saturday. The Louisville Twilight
meet will commence on Friday
and run to Saturday as well.

Alex Hartman can be reached at
581-2812 or aihartman@eiu.edu.

Freshman runner turns tragedy into triumph
By Kaitlin Cordes
Track and Field Reporter | @DEN_Sports
Freshman Avani Flanagan has her
best friend to thank when it comes to
running track.
Flanagan said her friend, José, was
the one who encouraged her to take
up track and cross country in high
school. She said the two would play
the game “Ghosts in the Graveyard”
when they were younger, and it was
always the two of them racing each
other for the win.
“When (José) mentioned he was
going to join the cross country team
in high school, I thought maybe I
should give it a try as well. Until then
I hadn’t been involved in any sports
because I was terrified of being bad,

Study Tip

but José gave me loads of encouragement, so I credit him for getting me
to join the sport,” Flanagan said.
José would always be Flanagan’s
biggest cheerleader in high school races, constantly encouraging her to keep
pushing and constantly get better. José’s encouragement combined with
the coach’s support are what Flanagan
said kept her in the sport.
Flanagan said her high school
cross country coach, Coach Desteph,
saw potential in her even when she
was struggling to complete two-and
three-mile courses. She said he never stopped working with her, which
helped her develop into a successful
runner.
Flanagan said she owes her running
career to these two men.

“I don’t think I could thank either
of these two enough for helping me
fall in love with the sport of running,”
Flanagan said.
Flanagan spent her freshman year
of high school running alongside her
best friend until something devastating happened. José died toward the
end of Flanagan’s freshman year.
Since then, Flanagan said she
has written José’s name on her track
spikes, and she dedicates every race to
him.
Flanagan has found many encouraging and caring people like José on
the Eastern track team. She said she
has really found her niche with the
freshman runners.
“All the freshmen are super fun to
hang out with. There’s lots of different

No.01

Regular Breaks
Studying too often or for too long can actaully be
counterproductive. So be sure to schedule a few
breaks into your study schedule!

personalities, and the more we hang
out together, it’s cool to still be learning things about everyone,” Flanagan
said.
Flanagan said she also looks up to
upperclassmen like junior Grace Rowan and seniors Riley McInerney and
Karson Hahn. She said the three of
them are always encouraging and can
make her laugh when she’s having a
bad day.
While track is sometimes viewed as
an individual sport, it is the team that
Flanagan said she runs for. She said
her ultimate goal for the outdoor season is to score points for the conference team, a feat she did quite reach
in the indoor season.
Flanagan qualified for the indoor
conference meet but did not do as

well as she hoped to. She said she
hopes that this time around, she can
help her team secure the conference
win.
Flanagan has competed in the
1,500-meter run, 5,000-meter run
and the steeplechase this season. She
has the team’s second-best steeplechase time at 11 minutes, 31 .82 seconds; Flanagan has ran that race just
two times this year.
Success and hard work is what Flanagan said it means to be a Panther.
“It means being tough and dedicated to your team, to your sport and to
your purpose,” Flanagan said.
Kailtin Cordes can be reached at 5812812 or krcordes@eiu.edu.
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Junior Hunter Morris celebrates his second-inning grand slam with Jimmy Huber (far left), Jimmy Govern (11) and Dougie Parks (right). The Panthers beat Robert Morris 15-6 Wednesday at
Coaches Stadium.

Morris’ grand slam helps Panthers win
By Adam Shay
Baseball reporter | @DEN_Sports
Over the past two games, the Eastern baseball team has been jumping out
early and attacking the ball as it scored
15 runs in the first three innings against
Robert Morris.
Those 15 runs were all the Panthers
would need as they won 15-6, giving
the team a winning streak for the first
time since April 13. Specifically, junior
first baseman Hunter Morris came out
swinging and helped propel the team in
the first two innings.
In the bottom of the first, Morris put
the Panthers on the scoreboard with a
two RBI single, scoring senior center
fielder Joe Duncan and junior left field-

er Jimmy Huber. As for the bottom of
the second, Morris was feeling good
and continued to swing the hot bat.
“I was really excited,” Morris said.
“It feels good to be able to produce and
help the team win games by driving in
runs.”
Morris sent a ball well over the rightcenter wall for his third grand slam of
the season, scoring again Duncan, Huber and senior third baseman Dougie
Parks. With six RBIs on the day, Morris’ RBI season total raised to 42 and
having nine home runs.
Going into the third inning with a
commanding 7-0 lead, the Panthers
were not finished as they compiled an
eight-run inning, starting with a leadoff
homer from senior left fielder Hunter

Beetley. It took seven more batters before the Panthers recorded an out.
Huber continued his success from
his five-RBI game against Saint Louis as he knocked in Duncan on a double to right field. However, the scoring
did not stop there after wild pitches and
walks from junior pitcher Pierce Westerdahl brought the score to 13-0.
With two outs and Robert Morris looking to stop the bleeding, senior shortstop Andrew Curran joined
the RBI parade with a single down the
left field line, scoring Eastern’s final two
runs of the game.
Robert Morris showed life in the
fourth inning, leading off with back-toback home runs from junior shortstop
Brandon Crose and senior catcher Ryan

Slusher. Junior pitcher Bryan Bund allowed three more runs in the fifth, putting the score at 15-5.
For the rest of the game, the only
other run scored by either team came
in the top of the seventh from Robert
Morris freshman right fielder Joe Culbertson, hitting an RBI single down the
right field line.
Eastern freshman pitcher Blake Malatestinic recorded the win, throwing three shutout innings, striking out
four batters and allowing one hit. Junior pitchers Ben Stephens and Hunter
Clark pitched later in the game, allowing no runs combined.
As for Robert Morris, Crose was the
team leader for batting as he ended his
day with three RBI’s on two hits. Fresh-

man pitcher Zac Buhs was dominant
in the seventh and eighth inning, giving up no runs and walking two in the
eight batters he faced.
The Panthers’ offense has combined
for 29 runs over the past two games.
These past two games have been different for the team, as instead of waiting
to hit in later innings, the urgency to
jump on the ball has been working for
them.
“I think everyone is just coming in
with a different mindset,” Morris said.
“Everyone is ready to hit and produce
early and often to help us start winning
games and get hot.”
Adam Shay can be reached at 581-2812
or acshay @eiu.edu

Softball team still struggling in late innings
By Sean Hastings
Sports Editor| @DEN_Sports

For the third straight game, the Eastern
softball team has blown the game in the
sixth or seventh inning Wednesday.
The Panthers were hoping to get a little bit of their “fire” back against Illinois
Wednesday on the road, but that flame is
still out as Eastern found a way to lose the
lead late again to lose the game.
Senior Tori Johnson gave the Panthers
a 4-2 lead in the top of the sixth inning
with two outs, but Illinois piled on three
runs off senior Jessica Wireman in the
bottom half and held on for a 5-4 win.
It was a non-conference game, it does
not affect Eastern’s OVC standing, so that
is not a problem. But, Eastern’s inability
to close out games as of late has turned
into one.
It happened against Southern IllinoisEdwardsville April 17, where Eastern lost
on back-to-back walk offs in a doubleheader. It happened three days before that
against Tennessee-Martin. And it happened twice against Jacksonville State this
past weekend.
“I really don’t think the team is ever
worried about not holding onto a lead
late in the game,” Johnson said. “Lately,
our opponents have just been getting hits
at the right time. I think we just need to
put up a little more runs late in the game
to secure the win instead of letting our
opponents stay in the game.”
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Senior Tori Johnson makes the play at third for the out in Eastern’s loss to Jacksonville State Sunday. Eastern had
another late game collapse that led to a loss against Illinois Wednesday on the road.

The offense has been there for the Panthers, scoring 37 runs over their last nine
games, which includes all of the late game
losses.
Junior Kayla Bear led the game off

with a home run to right field and later
drove in the second run of the game.
Bear said the home run felt like air
coming off her bat.
“I was very excited to it over to get us

ahead in the game and sending a message
to (Illinois) that we are ready,” Bear said.
And Johnson, who has not seen much
playing time this year having just 36 at
bats coming into the game, drove in her

first two runs of the season.
She said she was trying to be more aggressive at the plate in that at bat.
“It honestly felt amazing to drive those
runs in for the team,” said senior Johnson,
who will be wrapping up her Eastern softball career in May. “I knew I was in a position to help the team out, so it was just
very satisfying to actually follow through
with it and have those two runs score.”
Even though Bear and Johnson were
both able to knock in two runs, the struggles for senior pitcher Jessica Wireman
have continued as she was handed the loss
for her third sraight game.
She has only had two other three-game
losing streaks in her career. She gave up
five runs, with four of them being earned.
Sam Acosta drove in the winning run
in the bottom of the sixth on an RBI single to score Kiana Sherlund for Illinois,
who just tripled to tie the game at four
scoring Veronica Ruelius.
Although the Panthers have lost three
in a row, Bear does not want to call it a
losing streak.
“I don’t see it as a losing streak because we are still fighting and keeping
these games close,” Bear said. “Our team
is strong and we are just waiting for our
next games.”
Sean Hastings can be reached at 5812812 or smhastings@eiu.edu

